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as an anti-wrongful 
conviction advocate, i keep 
abreast on what is going 

on in the field. Just when i thought that 
i had seen it all, as a result of which every 
news item would essentially be just another 
example or variation of a theme, i came 
across two most unusual items: a mentally 
retarded man, adjudicated incompetent 
to stand trial, served 14 years in a mental 
hospital before the charges were dismissed, 
and a man who was exonerated following 
17 years in prison who now owes $55,500 
in back child support.

in 1993, Floyd brown, who had the 
mentality of a 7 year old, was arrested by 
state bureau of investigation agent Mark 
isley for murdering Katherine Lynch, an 
80 year old woman, in Wadesboro, North 
carolina. The North carolina state bureau 
of investigation assists local law enforce-
ment in solving complex crimes. a witness 
was interviewed who stated that two men 
attacked the victim, giving a description of 
a black man, with a mustache, weighing 
about 150 pounds, with big lips. brown 
never wore a mustache, and weighed at 
least 20 pounds less than 150. Nonetheless, 
isley, who had seen brown around town 
previously, focused on him.

Nevertheless, according to cNN, 
“that night detectives came for brown at 
his mother’s house. They seized his spare 
change of clothes to test for blood and 
took him on a drive. brown told his sister, 
Frances staton, that they climbed the hill 
to Lynch’s house, a bloodied, tattered crime 
scene, and invited brown inside for a look. 
The next day, they came for brown, where 
isley filled out a waiver of rights indi-
cating he was willing to speak without an 
attorney; brown misspelled his last name. 
For the next several hours, isley and fellow 
agent bill Lane took no notes during their 
interrogation which lasted for more than 
two hours.”

“brown’s memory of that day consists 
of a blur of hands slamming down on tables 
and threats that he could be executed for 
the crime. Then, isley broke protocol and 
wrote an elaborate, detail oriented confes-
sion in the first person that experts testified 
was way too detailed and organized for 
brown to have ever dictated ‘verbatim’ as 
isley alleged, and even beyond the average 

person’s capability.” 
The “confession” was riddled with red 

flags that were ignored, particularly by the 
prosecutor, and the judge: 

- it said that brown stated he awoke at 
6 aM; brown can’t tell time;

-it said that he took a bath; yet the 
house he lived in didn’t have a bath or 
shower, and he never washed himself 
unless ordered;

-it referred to the victim as his cousin, 
but they are not related;

-it said that after bludgeoning the 
victim with a stick, he checked to see if she 
was alive but when doctors in the mental 
hospital asked him how to figure out if a 
person was alive or dead, he was confused.

brown was ruled incompetent, unable 
to assist in his own defense, and was 
therefore sent to dorothea dix, a mental 
hospital, were staff worked with him for 
the next 14 years trying to make him 
competent, so he could get his day in court. 
Occasionally they were able to get him 
to repeat the explanations of how court 
worked, but a few hours later he would 
forget, and so he remained in the mental 
hospital, in a type of legal limbo.

Finally, attorneys Kelley deangelus 
and Mike Klinkosum secured a court 
hearing at which, according to cNN, the 
chief of forensic services Mark hazelrigg 
testified that, “This statement is not 
made in a language that is typical or even 
possible for Mr. brown to make spon-
taneously on his own.” in an affidavit, 
hazelrigg continued, “Mr. brown has a 
limited vocabulary. his speech is simple 
and repetitive. Mr. brown does not use 
complete sentences. … as a whole, the 
alleged confession is too detailed and 
organized for even a normally intelligent 
person.”

superior court Judge Orlando F. 
hudson Jr. freed brown in 2007, ruling 
that the confession offered by isley failed 
to convince him that brown murdered 
anyone. 

On immediate inspection, the 
following is obvious about this case: it 
should have been tossed right back at isley 
by any self respecting district attorney 
because the so-called “confession” was obvi-
ously something the accused was totally
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 actors steadily moving or movingly fixed, 
without ever making the stage traffic 
become arbitrary or overpowering the 
dialogue. and, admirably, he has allowed 
a good many, highly dramatic pauses.

The cast, on the whole, is excellent. 
Jessica hecht is a somewhat unconven-
tional, more pliably compassionate Olga; 
Maggie Gyllenhaal, an only slightly too 
flaky, deliquescent Masha; and Juliet 
rylance an utterly credible, touching 
irina. Peter sargaard--playing chekhov’s 
as it were patented character, the believer 
in a better but very distant future, which 
we must , however unrewardedly, lay foun-
dations for—is only slightly hampered by 
a rather ordinary voice.

ebon Moss-bachrach is the perfect 
Tuzenbach, rather ungainly, quixoti-
cally believing in a work-engendered rosy 

future, and heartbreakingly lovable. Louis 
Zorich is an all-too-believable, dogged 
nihilist as chebutykin, warm only to the 
sisters. as Masha’s comic-pathetic school-
master husband, Kulyigin, Paul Lazar is 
an immaculately portrayer of self-delud-
edness. anson Mount, an apt enough 
solyony, is perhaps a shade less ominous 
than called for. The experienced roberta 
Maxwell is an utterly moving anfisa.

best of all, perhaps, is the andrey 
of Josh hamilton, in a multilayered 
performance that encompasses several 
conflicted emotions with terrifying veri-
similitude. heartrending are his attempts 
to fool others and himself into perceiving 
Natasha as the perfect wife, and just the 
way he pushes around an unloved baby 
in its stroller, with his accompanying 
emotional ouburst, is theater at its most 
memorable. The only disappointment 
is Marin ireland, who makes the thor-
oughgoingly unlikable Natasha into a too 
schematic monster.

a few minor characters are expertly 
handled, and there can be nothing 
but praise for Walt spangler’s décor, 
Keith Parham’s lighting, and Marco 
Piemontese’s costumes. all in all, i would 
be surprised if there were this season 
another show as  good, let alone even 
minimally better.

Classic Stage Company
136 East 13th Street
Tickets: (212) 352-3101 or
www.classicstage.org.

John simon has written for over 50 years 
on theatre, film, literature, music and fine 
arts for the Hudson Review, New Leader, 
New Criterion, National Review, New York 
Magazine, Opera News, Weekly Standard, 
broadway.com and bloomberg News. 
he reviews books for the New York Times 
Book Review and Washington Post. he 
has written profiles for Vogue, Town and 
Country, Departures and Connoisseur and 
produced 17 books of collected writings. 
Mr. simon holds a Phd from harvard 
university in comparative Literature 
and has taught at MiT, harvard 
university, bard college and Marymount 
Manhattan college. To learn more, visit 
the Johnsimon-uncensored.com website.

Three Sisters

Maggie Gyllenhaal as Olga

www.classicstage.org
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NOTICE OF FORMATION of The 
Gourmet Gluten Free Food Company, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 12/31/2010. 
Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: c/o the LLC, 15 Kensico Knoll Place, 
White Plains, NY 10603. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

Anesthesia Leader, PLLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
10/21/2010. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The PLLC 
280 Dobbs Ferry Rd Ste 206 White 
Plains, NY 10607. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

Lewbel LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 12/31/2010. Of-
fice in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 37 Lexington Ave 
Mount Vernon, NY 10552. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

White Plains Homeowners Coalition, 
LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 10/8/2010. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC 980 Broadway, Ste. 
225 Thornwood, NY 10594. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: AP-
PLESTAR HOME INSPECTIONS LLC, 
Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 12/16/2010 Office Loca-
tion: Westchester County, SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: C/O APPLESTAR HOME 
INSPECTIONS LLC, 38 Douglas Av-
enue, Yonkers, NY 10703. Purpose: 
Any Lawful Purpose. Latest date 
upon Which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.

Health Care Links LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
11/5/2010. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to Kenneth 
Murawski 23 Red Oak Lane Cortland 
Manor, NY 10567. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

Event Leadership Institute, LLC Au-
thority filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 11/23/2010. Office location: 
Westchester Co. LLC formed in Dela-
ware (DE) on 8/5/2010. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to The LLC 4 
Montgomery Rd Scarsdale, NY 10583. 
DE address of LLC: 615 S Dupont HWY 
Dover, DE 19901. Arts. Of Org. filed with 
DE Secy. of State, PO Box 898 Dover, 
DE 19903. Purpose: any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICES
2HB Holdings LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
9/29/2010. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC 59 Calton Rd. New Rochelle, NY, 
10804. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Bookkeeping Performance, LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 11/8/2010. Office in West-
chester  Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 17 Warren Ave 
Tuckahoe, NY 10707. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

Treat Dog Hotels, LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
1/19/2011. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to Melis-
sa Horowitz C/O: ESCC 84 Business 
Park Dr Ste 115 Armonk, NY 10504. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
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incapable of saying, much less writing; this 
was clearly an attempt to frame brown, an 
available easy mark; brown was placed in a 
mental hospital, a innocent man and kept 
there virtually incarcerated, in a circum-
stance not provided for under current law 
and criminal procedures. This procedure 
of making an adjudication that an accused 
at a given moment is incapable of assisting 
in his or her own defense and therefore 
having been accused, can be committed to 
a mental health or other facility until such 
time as he is capable of assisting in that 
defense, is only applicable to those afflicted 
with mental and/or physical illness, not 
mental retardation. such an individual can 
never reasonably be expected to improve 
with respect to their ability to assist in their 
own defense and therefore has a permanent 
incapacity. 

in cases where the accused will be a 
significantly developmentally disabled indi-
vidual, the burden upon initial screening to 
determine plausibility and probable cause 
rests more heavily on police than it other-
wise might.

alan Northrop spent 17 years in 
prison in Washington for first-degree 

rape, kidnapping and burglary, based 
upon a misidentification, prior to being 
proven innocent. according to the maga-
zine Justice denied, upon release he was 
informed that he owed $111,000 in child 
support for the time he was imprisoned: 
half of it to his ex-wife, and half to the state 
of Washington to reimburse it for financial 
assistance provided to help support the 
children during Northrop’s incarceration. 

Following media exposure, the state 
agency waived the money owed to it, 
however Northrop still owes his ex-wife, 
and his check is being garnished $100 a 
month from his earnings at a $12 an hour 
job in a metal fabrication shop. 

as i see it, the entitlement is not 
altered, but the liability should clearly shift 
from his shoulders to that of the state who 
wrongfully incarcerated him. That should 
be so regardless of any other findings with 
respect to the state’s liability for wrong-
fully incarcerating him. it is gratifying that 
media exposure is still capable of shaming 
state actors into doing the right thing.

Jeffrey M. Deskovic is a Criminal Justice 
Advocate and Exoneree. To learn more, wist 
his website: www.JeffreyDeskovicSpeaks.org.
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