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dr. Mary carrasco, a physician with 
a master’s degree in public health, heads 
a child’s Place in Pittsburgh, affili-
ated with the Pittsburgh Mercy health 
system. The clinic manages child 
abuse claims for allegheny county, 
Pennsylvania.

In april 2010, dr. carrasco uncov-
ered serious problems with the work 
of decorated forensic nurse, rhonda 
henderson.

In 1998, henderson helped found 
the forensic nursing program at saint 
Vincent health center. according to 
the Goerie.com news website, “the new 
program assured that a trained forensic 
nurse, using standard protocols, would 
interview sexual-assault victims and 
collect evidence in a timely manner. 
With specially trained nurses assigned 
to abuse victims, busy emergency room 
doctors and nurses wouldn’t have to 
worry about overlooking evidence, skip-
ping crucial statements or misreading 
body language by the victims. In 2008, 
the crime Victim center of erie 
county honored henderson and four 
other forensic nurses for 10 years of 
teamwork on sexual-assault cases.”

carrasco was troubled by the 
fact that henderson’s findings in an 
abuse case did not match photos of 
the victim. This led to a review by the 
Medical Legal advisory Board which 
likewise found serious problems with 
henderson’s evidence.

carrasco alerted erie county 
district attorney, Jack daneri, who 
sent eleven henderson cases out for 
independent review by a national 
expert in colorado. The expert found 
henderson’s conclusions in all eleven 

cases were either false or overstated.
daneri announced more than 

twenty defendants had been convicted 
of sexual assault based on henderson’s 
medical examinations. his office is now 
reviewing all cases in which she was 
involved. at least two other counties are 
reviewing henderson cases, too.

The impact of henderson’s miscon-
duct is not limited to men falsely 
convicted and put in prison.  her work 
also supported custody decisions in 
civil child abuse and neglect proceed-
ings prosecuted by the erie county 
Office of children and youth. children 
are removed from parents found to be 
neglectful or abusive, and placed with 
relatives or become wards of the state 
and shipped off to foster care.

Out-of-control experts represent 
a common problem in wrongful child 
sex abuse convictions. These “experts” 

pressure and brain wash victims, and 
induce children to falsely incriminate 
family members and other adult care 
providers.

experts have tremendous power in 
such cases and results often turn on the 
victim’s testimony. In a battle between 
the expert and the defendant, the expert 
invariably wins.

henderson is not alone.  In Wichita, 
many cases never even made it to trial. 
defendants saddled with inadequate 
public defenders saw what happened to 
others wrongfully convicted based on 
false expert testimony and pled guilty 
to avoid the risk of longer sentences 
handed down after trial.

henderson’s conduct illustrates how 
one person in a position of special influ-
ence can infect an entire justice system 
and generate many tragic and unjust 
results. such misconduct by experts 

makes it almost impossible to determine 
the truth.

Moreover, once the forensic waters 
have been muddied, it is impossible to 
cleanse them. some guilty defendants 
who raped or molested children may be 
set free because their guilt is now need-
lessly cast in doubt because henderson 
exaggerated medical data. Where there 
is doubt, the defendant must prevail 
because guilt must be proven “beyond a 
reasonable doubt.” This standard, while 
high, insures confidence in criminal 
verdicts. 

how many other rhonda 
hendersons are out there? how many 
innocent prisoners falsely accused of 
sexually assaulting children now rot 
in prison?  how many parents had 
their children torn from them on false 
charges of abuse or neglect based on 
phony forensic evidence? The damage is 
incalculable.

henderson should be prosecuted. 
she has wrecked many lives. according 
to d.a. daneri, however, she is not even 
being criminally investigated.

Why not? despite acknowledging 
that henderson gave “exaggerated” 
testimony inconsistent with photo-
graphic evidence, prompting his review 
of her cases, daneri nevertheless took 
the totally inconsistent position there is 
no evidence that “henderson deliber-
ately falsified or overstated evidence of 
trauma in her examination results.”

This is a prime example of the pros-
ecution industry covering its own ass. 
even carassco embraced this perverse 
collegiality. she acknowledged a forensic 
medical examiner’s job is to be “objective
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Crime rates have already been falling in 
Arizona for years despite the presence of 
unauthorized immigrants, and a century’s 
worth of research has demonstrated that 
immigrants are less likely to commit crimes 
or be behind bars than the native-born.”

As Joe Friday said, “Just the facts, 
ma’am.”

To the editor:
defense, infrastructure, safety, secu-

rity and select social programs; we can 
all agree about vital role the government 
plays in the lives of the american people. 
Many of us, however, believe the current 
administration seeks to extend its 
influence into areas never before admin-
istered beyond government’s traditional 
role in our society. The Tea Party move-
ment is a manifestation of what many 
feel is a turn toward socialism.

In his article “Obama’s socialist 
Workers’ Paradise,” (Guardian, June 24, 
2010, p.7) Jeffery heller attempts to 
paint those of us troubled by the Obama 
administration’s course as hypocrites, 
that we pick and choose government 
programs to our satisfaction. This is 
nonsense, and typical of those who 
have little regard for personal liberty 
and responsibility, and would prefer the 
government to have cradle-to-grave 
control over the lives of the people. 

The rhetoric and debate will 
continue as long as democrats control 
congress and the White house.

There is a question that I hope Mr. 
heller can answer. What is it about 
sarah Palin that so enrages liberals? It 
appears the former alaska governor has 
had a tremendous, negative effect on 
their psyches. One is hard pressed to 
find a column or discussion involving a 
liberal without the venom flowing and 
every insulting and derogatory comment 
about her spewing forth like a raging 
river. I believe this unnatural behavior 
is pathological. It is carried over from, 
and exacerbated by, what was known as 
“Bush derangement syndrome.”

This brings to mind two verses I 
came across some time ago: “The first 
time I ever saw her, I was captivated 
and charmed; but then she spoke, and 
suddenly, I became wary and alarmed. 
But I was not honest with myself, and 
so intolerance sealed my fate, and weak-
ness fed my folly and ignorance my hate.

“she was cheery, folksy and spir-
ited, qualities you rarely find; and I just 
couldn’t forget or shake her, and get her 
out of mind. I became obsessed and 
filled with anger; she upset my plans 
and schemes; and finally to my horror 
and shame, she even haunts my dreams.”

Bob Pascarella
Bronx, New york

To the editor:
“happy Fifth of July, New york!” 

by Louise Mirrer, Jame Oliver horton 
and richard rabinowitz (New York 
Times, July 3, 2005) provided a histor-
ical perspective on slavery in the North 
and south -- and its present day impli-
cations. This team of historians/writers 
worked on the much heralded exhi-
bition about slavery at the New york 
historical society. With all of the work 
of historic hudson Valley, The african 
Burial Ground Project and st. Paul’s 
church, we are approaching, as the 
authors’ said, some clarity “on the role 
our city and state played in the institu-
tion of slavery.”

daniel d. Tompkins should be 
the most honored and celebrated 
scarsdalian in New york state history. 
In 1817, Thompkins made a recom-
mendation to the Legislature to abolish 
domestic slavery in this state. “This act, 
if passed, would take effect on July 4, 
1827. In accordance with his proposi-
tion the Legislature passed an act on 
the 31st of March 1817, and at the 
prescribed time slavery was ripped off 
the statue books of the state of New 
york.” (Frederick shonnard and W.W. 
spooner, History of Westchester County. 
New York). 

It is interesting to note that Tompkins 
was Vice President of the united states 

from 1817-1825 and founder of the 
New york state historical society. The 
extract from Life and Service of Governor 
Thompkins by the hon. hugh hastings, 
historian of the state of New york, 
reads as follows: “Of all the able men 
who have occupied the chair of governor 
of New york state, none ever sustained 
the onerous and overwhelming respon-
sibilities with more conscientiousness, or 
guarded the destinies of his state and his 
people with more fidelity. he was more 
than a great man, he was a great patriot, 
a great martyr. he gave his services, his 
fortune, his reputation, and his life, that 
his country should maintain its position 
amongst the nations of the earth, and 
for the transcendent results he achieved, 
he deserves the imperishable gratitude 
of this country. amen.”

I began researching the early african 
presence in scarsdale in 1999. It is as old 
as the village itself. If we look to the past 
to better understand the present and 
inform the future, we will find vestiges 
of an almost forgotten people in histor-
ical texts which fill library shelves. We 
will also find the skeletal remains of 
our african ancestors in cemeteries and 
landscapes throughout Westchester.

Thus, history unfolds. happy 
Fourth of July!

Phyllis c. Murray
scarsdale, New york

Letters to the Editor

Forensic Fraud in Child Abuse Cases  Continued from page 9

and not state things that are not there.” 
But when asked whether she thought 
that henderson should be prosecuted, 
carassco replied, “I think that would be 
a little extreme.”

extreme? Is fabricating evidence, 
giving perjured testimony, suborning it 
in alleged victims, thereby defrauding 
the courts, a petty matter? In fact, it 
is tantamount to obstructing justice, a 
crime. There is no evidence henderson 
is mentally ill or did not know what she 
was doing. she acted knowingly, inten-
tionally and maliciously. her motives 
are irrelevant. It is the consequences of 
her misdeeds that are relevant. she gets 
a pass because she is part of the prosecu-
tion club, and that is unacceptable.

I know from experience. Westchester 
a.d.a. George Bolen made sure I was 
wrongfully convicted. he suddenly and 
mysteriously beat a quick path to Florida 
days before I was freed from prison. 
Former assistant Medical examiner, 
Luis roh, suddenly retired as a result of 
my civil lawsuit against him and other 
government officials. roh was directly 
involved in fabricating forensic evidence 
to falsely prove I raped and murdered 
my high school classmate, angela 
correa. Later, steven cunningham 
pled guilty to these heinous crimes after 
dNa incontrovertibly proved his guilt.

roh did not care about the truth 
based on unbiased, scientifically valid 
medical findings; his only purpose was 
to support Bolen. his attitude was 

“Tell me what you want to prove, Mr. 
Prosecutor, and I will prove it.”

acts performed by those in positions 
of public trust is an aggravating factor 
which militates in favor of prosecuting 
law enforcement and forensic personnel, 
not a mitigating factor to shield them 
from prosecution.  People in positions of 
public trust and authority must be held 
to a higher standard.

Not in erie county. There, 
henderson is held to a lower stan-
dard. It makes no sense logically, and 
it makes no sense as a matter of policy. 
defendants wrongfully convicted based 
on henderson’s testimony were legally 
kidnapped, in effect, when they lost their 
freedom and were shipped off to prison. 
What about the families separated from 

their children because of henderson? 
Where is their justice? how does 
shielding henderson deter others in her 
position from doing the same thing? 
What public good is brought about by 
shielding henderson from prosecution?

she should be prosecuted to the 
fullest extent of the law to spotlight this 
kind of heinous behavior by a medical 
professional who betrays the public 
trust. Otherwise, it will happen again, 
not only in the commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, but across the nation. 

Jeff Deskovic spent sixteen years in prison 
for a murder and rape he did not commit.  
He writes about wrongful convictions and 
criminal justice issues.
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