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Dear Jeffrey, 
 

I am writing to express my appreciation for your presence and presentation at the Connecticut Division of 
Public Defender Services annual meeting, a day of learning for our employees held on June 18, 2010.  I think you did a 
wonderful job, and I’m very happy that you joined us for the entire day rather than just showing up for your 
presentation. It showed your interest and concern for quality defense work and your desire to continue to learn - 
a quality which will assist you as you continue down your advocacy path. Additionally, your attendance added to the 
connection between yourself and the audience members.  
 

I’ve been doing an informal sampling of some of the attendees, and here are some of the quotes about your 
keynote speech: 

 
“That was an eye-opener. His story was very, very emotional.” 
  
“Fantastic- those stories help us to remember always why we keep doing our jobs and why we should go the 

extra mile.” 
 

“The exonerated speaker was pretty moving – what a sad story!” 
 
“The keynote speaker was interesting, in part because I read an article called “The Three Errors: Pathways to 

False Confession and Wrongful Conviction” by Richard Leo and Steven Drizin and it referred to [Jeffrey’s] case.” 
 
People were visibly moved by your presentation. I hope our lawyers learned how to avoid the mistakes made 

by your attorney.  Thank you very much for putting a great finishing touch on what turned out to be a wonderful day.  I 
look forward to working with you in the future, as do many other members of the Division.  I think that any 
organization could benefit from hearing your story.  It is a story or perseverance, of survival, and of hope.  I would 
heartily recommend you to anyone planning an annual meeting, or a training event. 

 
 Sincerely, 

        
John Cizik, Jr. 
Asst. Director of Training 
Office of the Chief Public Defender 


