
Page 8 The WesTchesTer GuardIaN Thursday, May 13, 2010

On Feb 28th, 2008, I wrote an article 
in The Guardian about my friend, Frank 
sterling, who had been wrongfully 
convicted in rochester for a murder 
he did not commit. I am overjoyed to 
announce that, on april 28th, 2010, 
sterling was exonerated after serving 
nineteen years in prison. dNa proved 
his innocence. he was represented by 
rochester attorney, donald Thompson, 
who was assisted by The Innocence 
Project.

In 1991, sterling was convicted 
of murdering seventy-four year old 
Viola Manville. sterling’s brother went 
to prison after he attempted to rape 
Manville a few years earlier. When 
her murdered body was discovered, 
sterling’s brother told other prisoners 
Frank killed her in revenge for sending 
the brother to prison. Police heard these 
rumors and focused on Frank.

The police interrogated sterling for 
nearly twelve hours after he was already 
tired and worn down from driving a 
truck the previous thirty-six hours. 
eventually, police had him hypnotized 
and obtained a false confession.

The police preserved only the last 
twenty minutes of a videotape of this 
false confession which his defense 
attorney showed the jury. On the tape, 
it is obvious sterling was not in a normal 
state of mind. For example, the police fed 
him information which he then regur-
gitated immediately afterward; he very 
rarely ever said anything on his own; 
when investigators asked him questions, 
he would respond “yes” but not elabo-
rate; at still other times, he did not know 

the answers to obvious questions, such as 
whether any of the victim’s blood got on 
his clothes, what clothes he was wearing, 
whether he still had the BB gun used as 
a weapon in the crime; etc.

Police said Manville’s murder 
happened in the morning. Once they 
learned sterling had an alibi for the 
morning -- he was at home watching 
cartoons -- they changed the time frame 
of the murder and said Manville was 
killed in the afternoon.

all these factors, in isolation, and 
certainly when viewed collectively, 
should have sent up plenty of red flags 
to the trial judge.

Prior to sentencing, sterling’s 
attorney presented evidence that an 
alternate suspect, Mark christie, had 
confessed to four different people he 
committed the murder. Prosecutors 
dismissed his statements as boasting 
and the judge agreed.

six years later, christie was 
convicted of killing four year old Kali 
ann Poulton. sterling went back to 
court and asked the judge to reconsider 
christie’s previously discounted state-
ments. The court denied his request.

sterling unsuccessfully appealed 
his case several times. he also made 
numerous attempts to have evidence 

tested for dNa. The Monroe county 
district attorney’s office opposed his 
requests.

eventually, after prolonged haggling 
over which items would be tested, the 
prosecutor’s office relented. eleven 
items of evidence were tested. The 
dNa results excluded sterling. Two 
“touch dNa” tests revealed dNa 
which matched christie who then gave 
a detailed confession to a defense inves-
tigator, and repeated his confession to 
the district attorney’s office.

as a result, the district attorney 
agreed that sterling’s conviction should 
be overturned and his indictment 
dismissed.

This case presents several important 
lessons.

First, it is bizarre and incredible 
police would have a suspect hypnotized 
and then interrogated. It boggles the 
mind to think a prosecutor would build 
a case on such evidence, a trial judge 
would allow it, a jury would convict on 
it, and an appellate court would uphold 
that conviction.

second, it makes no sense the pros-
ecutor tried to block sterling’s efforts 
to have evidence tested for dNa. The 
prosecutor has nothing to lose: either 
dNa would prove sterling was the 
perpetrator or that they locked up 
the wrong man. Likewise, it makes 
no sense the courts sided with pros-
ecutors in resisting dNa tests. as a 
result, sterling spent nineteen years in 
prison needlessly.
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Conference following Sterling exoneration (from left to right) Innocence Project co-founder, 
Peter Neufeld, Frank Sterling, Innocence Project staff attorney Vannessa Potkin, and attorney 
Donald Thompson
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Third, it makes no sense the trial 
judge denied sterling’s motion for a 
new trial before he was sentenced in 
view of christie’s confessions to four 
different people it was he who murdered 
Manville. surely that confession might 
raise a reasonable doubt in the collective 
mind of a new jury.

Fourth, each time an innocent man 
is convicted, the real perpetrator is free 
to strike again, which is what happened 
in this case. had the police done their 
job properly, Kali ann Poulton would 
be alive today. I wonder if her family is 
aware of this.

Fifth, the Monroe county district 
attorney has an abysmal record. That 
office wrongfully convicted Betty Tyson, 
John duval, douglas Warney, Freddie 
Peacock, and now Frank sterling. all 
were convicted based on coerced, false 
confessions. hence, it is plain to see all 
convictions from that office should be 
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reviewed by an outside agency to deter-
mine if other wrongful convictions are 
lurking in Monroe county.

sixth, dNa evidence has overturned 
twenty-six wrongful convictions in New 
york. It is imperative all interrogations 
be videotaped from beginning to end, 
with the camera focused on both the 
interrogators and the suspect. sterling’s 
interrogation lasted eleven hours and 
forty minutes. yet, police taped only the 
final twenty minutes.

Videotapes prevent police from 
omitting details in their testimony about 
confessions, and help prevent wrongful 
convictions. Videotapes also protect 
honest police officers from false allega-
tions of coercion.

The New york state Legislature still 
has not passed this reform. Nor have 
most states. This is a systematic defect 
in our criminal justice system which 
must be remedied without delay.

and seltzer?  I believe this would create 
an increased market for these items, 
more revenue in the free marketplace 
and more jobs and revenues for New 
york state.  It is also not as onerous as 
a tax. raising taxes should be the last 
resort to raise revenue.

Fred schmidt Jr.
Tuckahoe, New york

To the Publisher:
To invite two doctors who oppose 

the health care reform bill to state 
their views and then with the knowledge 
of what they had written, to editorially 
attack them is absolutely unprofessional.

That is like staging a debate on an 
issue which one side is given the talking 
points of the other side in advance. That 
is a fix.

your new editor is operating in an 
unprofessional manner. he should be 
replaced.

he is not an editor – just another 
liberal, left-wing ideologue that you 
mistakenly made your editor.

There is no point to reading your 
paper any longer.

anonymous
address withheld

Editor’s note: The author sent a separate 
letter protesting my editorials about the 
Vatican sex scandal; asserted the anony-
mous letters received in response to the 
April 8th editorial were fictitious; that 
I was “a bigot” like the “previous editor,” 
and threatened to have The Guardian 
“removed from businesses and libraries 
where it has been offered.”

All letters printed in this newspaper 
are real and received by us either via mail 
or E-mail.

Westchester has a large Catholic popu-
lation. Regarding his threat to remove 
The Guardian from public distribu-
tion points, I refer him to Canon Law: 
“All Catholics have the right to engage in 
any activity that does not infringe on the 
rights of others: e.g. they have the right 
to freedom of speech, freedom of the press 
and freedom of association.” (C.212, C. 
215.C.223)

To the editor:
I, along with many other overbur-

dened New rochelle taxpayers, am 
frustrated with the lengthy process that 
keeps New rochelle taxpayers captive 
to external commercial interests. I 
understand the financial trepidation of 
lenders, retail chains and other potential 
investors in developer capelli. cappelli 
enterprises does not represent New 
rochelle’s only hope for a prosperous 
future. We, the citizens, do.

New rochelle is a town on the 
decline caused by its politicians. Our city 
council and mayor passed new legisla-
tion with bone-crushing stupidity. This 
legislation created, in effect, an indirect 
tax on those who still do business in 
New rochelle’s downtown area.

as a result, the “Queen city of the 
sound” is faced with two serious chal-
lenges: the tax burden unfairly placed 
on homeowners due to decline in its 
commercial tax base; and city govern-
ment which failed to address the city’s 
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spiraling economic downturn. The city 
council has done little to encourage 
businesses to come to New rochelle. 
skyscrapers and an overpriced movie/
entertainment complex are not the 
keys to creating economic growth. New 
rochelle’s residents have been reduced 
to “tax peasants” by our part-time city 
council, mayor, and high priced city 
manager.

If we truly want to restore New 
rochelle’s long lost prosperity, we must 
have a complete political overhaul in 
the next election cycle. accountable, 
concerned and determined leaders must 
be voted into office to break the cycle of 
economic degeneration caused by past 
regimes which destroyed the soul of 
New rochelle.

an entirely new city government 
could rebalance the city tax base in 
order to provide much needed relief to 
homeowners, and increase our tax base 
to “load balance” financial commitments 
to our city and schools. Otherwise, 

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601
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Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
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ever-skyrocketing taxes will lead New 
rochelle to the decline seen in many 
upper-hudson Valley cities.

I am ready to take on city hall 
head first, even if I have to do it alone 
to help the hopeless members of my 
community who are uninvolved and 
unconcerned. Our mayor and city 
council are not looking out for our best 
interests. We need a small army to show 
up on election day. The odds are in our 
favor if we work together, get politi-
cally involved, and endorse candidates 
ready to take this community by storm 
and resurrect prosperity in our own 
backyard. 

My advice: remove the city council 
and mayor and replace them with 
true public servants who own homes 
here and will work tirelessly to make 
New rochelle the sparkling jewel of 
Westchester!

Kurt colucci
New rochelle, New york
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