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On June 27, 2009, Freedom March for the Wrongfully Convicted organized and held marches in 22 
States and the District of Columbia to raise awareness of the national epidemic of wrongful convictions 
and the plight of individuals who were wrongfully convicted and their families.  I was the Director for 
the New York March. Thanks to DNA analysis of biological evidence, hundreds of convicts have been 
exonerated—many after spending years on death row. The purpose of the Marches was to increase 
public awareness of this and to demand that the criminal justice system apply the lessons to be learned 
from the many cases of wrongful conviction through support policy for initiatives that: 

1. Raise the accuracy rate in judgments of guilt and innocence. 
2. Resolve credible post-conviction claims of innocence.  
3. Remedy the tragic impact of wrongful convictions.  

 

Our effort was part of a national grassroots action, which had its initial genesis only four months prior to 
the date of the event.   We felt that as our key speaker we needed to find an exoneree to speak.  Who 
could better awaken awareness than someone who lived through an arrest, trial, a wrongful conviction 
and a lengthy fight through our flawed Judicial System and eventually proved their innocence? 
 
During our search, Jeffrey Deskovic was recommended as an exonoree who had a compelling story to 
tell, was passionately working for reform and was an excellent speaker.  When we contacted his 
manager and explained what we were attempting to do as a grassroots effort, he said he would make Jeff 
aware of the event and the passion my husband and I have for this cause.  Shortly thereafter we were 
delighted to hear that Jeff would be pleased to speak and that he offered to help in any way possible.   
 
Jeff’s advice was invaluable in organizing our march.  He provided key insights into logistics, the 
agenda, and helped ensure that our agenda kept a focus on our message.  Jeff also did a great deal to 
help publicize the March.   He was always very responsive to our questions and requests.    
 
On the day of the event, Jeff’s presentation on his story was moving, informative, and well received.  
Those in attendance found it difficult to refrain from being shocked, then angered and sad. Jeff made the 
point that he was speaking about his experiences in the hopes of helping bring about needed changes to 
the criminal justice system to prevent future instances of wrongful convictions. 
 
I am grateful to Jeff for helping our fledgling organization’s effort to be successful and will be 
recommending him as a speaker to other organizations, schools, churches, etc that have an interest in 
justice.   He has a powerful, thoughtful, and insightful message that needs to be heard if we are to help 
reverse the rising trend of wrongful convictions. 
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