
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
November 24, 2008 
 
From: G. Daniel Lassiter, Ph.D., Professor of Psychology 
 
Re:  Letter of Recommendation for Jeffrey Deskovic 
 
 
It is a pleasure for me to write in support of Jeff Deskovic. 
 
I first met Jeff at the Munsterberg conference in New York in early 2007.  Only months before, 
Jeff had finally been exonerated and released from prison after 16 years for a crime he did not 
commit.  Jeff confessed falsely to the crime after being subjected to a harrowing police 
interrogation that research has demonstrated can cause innocent people to incriminate 
themselves.  I learned that Jeff was interested in speaking about his experiences in the hopes of 
helping bring about needed changes to the criminal justice system to prevent future instances of 
police-induced false confessions that inevitably lead to wrongful convictions. 
 
Later when I was co-organizing the first of its kind international conference on interrogations 
and confessions (sponsored in part by the American Psychological Association), I thought 
immediately of having Jeff come and share his story with the many social scientists, legal 
scholars, law enforcement professionals, and clinicians who would come together to critically 
examine the current state of research and practice in the context of interrogations and 
confessions.  Jeff was eager to take part and his presentation in September of 2007 to over 200 
attendees at the conference was moving, informative, and well received. 
 
Jeff did not leave immediately after his talk.  Instead he spent as much time as he could 
interacting with and learning from many prominent scientists and practitioners in the areas of 
social psychology, cognitive psychology, developmental psychology, criminology, personality 
and individual differences, clinical-forensic psychology, and legal scholarship who had 
developed well-recognized programs of research on the topics of interrogative interviewing, false 
confessions, the detection of deception in forensic interviews, individual differences, and 
clinical-forensic evaluations. 
 
During the conference, I also had the honor of having dinner with Jeff and his devoted friend and 
advisor, Darren Wilkins.  I told Jeff that I did not think I could have maintained the positive 
attitude he possesses after being so wronged by the system.  He is not a bitter man, he truly 
wants to play a part in making it less likely that another innocent person will suffer from the 
flaws in system.  Although the system makes provisions to help truly guilty persons assimilate 



   

back into society, currently no such assistance is provided to actual innocents who have been 
wrongfully convicted.  Changes need to be made and Jeff is devoting his energies to the cause.  
By inviting Jeff to speak about his experiences, you will not only be helping this fine person 
reestablish his life, but will be helping bring about a greater awareness of the injustices that exist 
in our system of jurisprudence and of the kinds of reform that can be implemented to 
dramatically improve it.   
 
 
 
 


